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October 9, 1944 


Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Rayner? ‘Xe 


During recent months the Aye 
carried out rather extensive aerial pi@Wogzantk Zu 

Saudi Arabia. In large part these aeriaft-sutveys have 
covered areas which are embraced within our concessions in 
Saudi 4Arabia and you can readily appreciate the valuable 
assistance which these photographs would be to us, both in 
respect to our geological and éxploration program and our 
general operations in the country. 


Mr, C. B. Rayner, Petroleum Advis ABT W py 
Department of State ( DEPART MES Og, [Cp ¢ sp 
DN wat 





Our people in Caio discussed with USAFIME Head- 
quarters the question of obtaining prints of these photo- 
graphs and we are advised they are entirely agreeable to our 
being supplied with copies of these prints and I understand 
have referred the matter to Washington. It was suggested to 
us here that we initiate our request for copies of these 


' prints through Army-Navy Petroleum Board. Accordingly, we 


addressed such a request to Army-Navy Petroleum Board, atten- 
tion Major E. P. Kavanaugh. I was under the impression that 
your office had had some correspondence with the War Depart- 
ment concerning the release of these pictures to us. I under- 
stand now, however, that this correspondence related to 
pictures in Egypt and did not specifically cover Arabia. 


would advise the War Vepartment that the State Department 
approves the release of these photographs to us. 


[* has been suggested that 41t would be helpful if your office / 


As indicated above, we are following the matter with 
Major Kavanaugh but any way in which the Department may be 
able to facilitate the release of these photographs to Aray<> 
Navy Petroleum Board for us will be greatly appreciated. 
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Yours very truly, 


ARABIAN AMERTC IL COMPANY 
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My dear Mr. Owens 
_ - Bw accordance with the request contained in your 
letter ef October 9, 1944, addressed to Mr. Rayner, 
& Feeommendation is being forwarded to the War Depart- 
nent for the attention of Major Kavanaugh that the 
$e your company on whatever basis is agreeable to the 
Pe kak te corer 

Chnnewehy yours, 


Apbh-t Sno 7 0be ms 


dd. “uoreban Bai2Aing, 
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TO: ks tenant | Eévara H, Maller, 
vx alngn Officer apn oparine of State, oa 
Nar Departaent. = ‘\ 
PROM: ldaison Officer SS 
| Q 
SUBJECT: . 
Relonse | ivgpten phovogrephy to Arabian Loy 
“ZA 
Wath reference to ay memorandum t r¢ sozet 2, ™ 
1944 on tne aah of the rei release of E yptian photo RN 
of ez" ott company, ted 16, eon 
from Mr. » CL ' Assistant Chief of the es 
r pra Division of the bepartment of State. a 
cppresiated if you will bring the . 
memorandus tenti t 
pe , Sig. atteched ef the Aray-Navy wien » 
x 
Aoting Agsistant Gel ef, Vision of 
*s Pre ation 
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October 16, 1944 


FC/L - Mr. Longyear: 


Sometime ago a request of the War Department for 
an expression of State Department policy for a release 
of aerial mapping photography covering northern Egypt 
was referred to PED by FC/L. The express ah licy 


formulated in my memorandum of August 14,//1944 réferred 

only to northern Egypt because that was eo: fia 

mentioned in the request. i “e, DX 
It now appears that the Arabian Amer idati gon” 2 


pany is very anxious to secure similar phetees 

Saudi Arabia, and the Washington representative, 

that company approached the War Department aire’ ectly, 
on the assumption that the State Department's polic 
expression had been generalized. The War Department 
is unwilling to release the Arabian photography unless 
written approval is secured from the State Department. 
There obviously could be no objection on policy grounds 
to the release of the Arabian photography in question, 
since the Arabian American 011 Company is the sole con- 
cessionnaire in Saudi Arabia and no competitive disadvan- 
tages could possibly accrue to other companies. There- 
fore, unless there are strategic ‘considerations on the 
part of the War Department, the Department of State 
would favor the release of the photography on whatever 
terms seem reasonable to the War Department and the 
company. I should appreciate it if you would so inform 
the War Department, attention _ E. P. Kavanaugh of 
the Army-Navy Petroleum Board. \ 45 08. 
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